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ORIGINAL ARTICLE
The Role of Soft Power in Turkey-Kurdistan Region Relations (2014-2024)

Sarsam Khalil Shwani'® Gazang Yousif Othman?

! Administrative Technical Institute, Erbil Polytechnic University, Kurdistan, Iraq.
2 Department of Legal Administration, Administrative Technical Institute, Erbil Polytechnic University, Kurdistan,
Iraq.

Abstract:

This research investigates the role of soft power in the relations between Turkey and the Kurdistan Region
between 2014-2024. Soft power as an influential concept in shaping foreign policy and its main tools in the
relations between Turkey and the Kurdistan Region as two neighbors, and in light of their diverse relations,
are presented. This research discusses the tools of soft power and their importance in international
relations. The use of soft power has significant effects on building trust and constructing a better future in
advancing relations. Research on this topic has been conducted under various titles, but due to the
influence of the time factor and the emergence of new issues in relations, the degree of soft power's
influence and the tools used are constantly changing. Therefore, continuous research on soft power in this
field is necessary to identify the factors and variables that contribute to the change in the use of soft power
tools in the foreign policy of the parties in their relations to achieve their goals and interests. This research
provides a detailed assessment of these mechanisms in Turkey-Kurdistan Region relations during the
specified period. For this purpose, we discuss several diverse tools that are part of soft power in this
relationship.
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