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ORIGINAL ARTICLE
The Role of Consciousness and Its Reflections on the Formation of Public

Opinion in the Kurdistan Region

Sarbast Hussein Qadirl® Hemin Majeed Hassan 2

! Department of Media, College of Humanities, Sulaimani University, Sulaimani, Kurdistan Region/Iraq

2 Department of Media, College of Humanities, Sulaimani University, Sulaimani, Kurdistan Region/Iraq

Abstract:

The main objective of this study is to examine the effects of citizens’ awareness level as recipients of media
messages on the formation of public opinion in the Kurdistan Region regarding issues that have general
dimensions and public interests. This is a descriptive research study that employed a survey method,
conducting a public survey on a sample of university professors in the Kurdistan Region. Professors from
communication departments in public universities of the Kurdistan Region in both Sulaymaniyah and Erbil
provinces were selected from the departments of (Communication and Sociology) using a purposive non-
probability sampling method. The research also relied on a quantitative approach to answer the research
.questions and objectives

The most important findings reached by the research are: (The higher the level of awareness, the less
polarization and division of society on the basis of party, faction, tribe and different groups in issues
related to public and general interests. Low level of awareness is a factor for cultural backwardness and
political, economic and administrative crises. The higher the level of awareness and collective
consciousness, the better the handling of public issues, and conversely, its lowness leads to misguidance
and becoming part of false public opinion. The absence of national media and the control of media by
political parties is one of the factors for the non-formation of collective consciousness and comprehensive
public opinion.)
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