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Kierkegaard as a critic of Hegel
(A critical analysis study)

Prof. Dr. Hamid Aziz Saeed

Ribwar Hama Amin Hassan

Rebwarsiwayli@yahoo.com dr.hameed.aziz@gmail.com

Research Abstract:

Returning to the main source in the writings of the Danish
philosopher Seren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), this study focuses
on the relationship and intellectual conflict between
Kierkegaard and Hegel (1770-1831) over the concepts of reality,
subjectivity, and objectivity. Kierkegaard first resorts to the
Hegelian Danes in his criticism and then moves directly to the
writings of Hegel himself. It reveals the gap created by
Objectivism in Hegel's philosophy, which Kierkegaard tries to
fill by returning to the subject. Kierkegaard insists that the real
is subjective rather than objective, which contradicts Hegel’s
view that the real is always subjective and that if philosophy
wants to do something, it must follow the path of science.
Kierkegaard differs with Hegel in this regard, as he wrote that
science depends on objectivity, observation, and
experimentation, and that there are many things in this
existence and life that are not subject to experimentation and
observation. One of them is human faith, which cannot be
easily defined. The study focuses on this conflict between Hegel
and Kierkegaard. We relied on the method of comparison and
philosophical criticism to address this problem and came to the
conclusion that Kierkegaard applied philosophy in a practical
way to understand human existence, which allowed him to
question Hegel’s system of thought. Hence, the science, on
which Hegel relied, Kierkegaard criticizes because he cannot
understand the reality of certain situations in human life
because it does not contain a criterion for evaluating their truth
and error, such as faith, love, feelings, emotions and states of

reality.

Keywords: Kierkegaard, Hegel,
subjectivity, objectivity, existence.
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